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One of the biggest issues analyzed after the 
U.S. Election of 2016 was how Donald 
Trump was elected. Several scholars have 
argued why many voters cast their vote for 
Trump, however there has not been much 
analysis on a small sect of voters who voted 
for Obama in 2012 and voted for Trump in 
2016. My research analyzed Obama voters in 
the Election of 2016 and specifically focuses 
in on the different concerns between those 
who voted for Clinton and those who voted 
for Trump. Utilizing data from the American 
National Election Survey, I focused on the 
responses of Obama-Trump voters compared 
to Obama-Clinton voters on various policy 
issues such as: income inequality, race, 
immigration, and terrorism. Furthermore, I 
controlled the samples of Obama voters for 
race, sex, and education to see if there are 
other variables affecting voters' choices. This 
analysis can help bring more understanding 
and clarity to how Donald Trump won the 
presidency and the issues and concerns that 
policymakers should consider.

The data for this analysis was gathered from 
the American National Election Survey for 
2016. Respondents were asked who they 
voted for in 2012, 2016, and several other 
questions that corresponded to their political 
views and educational/economic situations. 
The population is all the respondents who 
voted for Obama in 2012. The sample 
includes 1728 people from the ANES who 
responded yes to voting for Obama in 2012. 
The dependent variable is voters who voted 
for Trump. The independent variables include 
views on immigration, terrorism, Black Lives 
Matter, and the economy. The control 
variables used include race, sex, education 
level, party, and estimated family income.

My research question is: What best 
explains the reason why 12.5% of 
Obama voters voted for Trump in 
2016? My hypothesis is, in a 
comparison of Obama voters, views 
on immigration and terrorism best 
explain the variance between those 
who voted for Clinton and those 
who voted for Trump.

Feelings towards Black Lives Matter was 
the strongest predictor of Obama-Trump 
voters with an odds ratio of 13.929. 
Additionally, being Republican, having 
negative views on the economy, and 
decreasing immigration levels were all 
indicators of voting for Trump. On the 
contrary, fearing terrorism, education level, 
sex, income, and race were not significant 
in voters’ choices. Ultimately, Table 1 and 
2 show that voters with lower feelings 
towards BLM were fourteen times more 
likely to vote for Trump.

Abstract Research Design Research Question and 
Hypothesis

Analysis


