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Abstract: 
 
The Theology department seeks funding for a multi-faceted initiative to empower undergraduate 
students to create a more just and caring sexual culture on campus through the medium of 
Theological Foundations (Theo 111), a required course in the Core Curriculum that students 
typically take in their first or second semester at Xavier. This year is a critical time to engage 
students in conversation about their sexual culture since a high incidence of sexual assaults take 
place during students’ freshman year.1 Women of Excellence funding would enable a steering 
committee to develop an evening panel that would address issues including the contemporary 
“hook up” culture, alcohol as the number one date rape drug, and sexual violence. The panel 
would also include the testimony by rape survivor undergraduates and end with a constructive 
vision of healthy sexuality. Several rape survivors on campus have generously volunteered to 
visit Theology 111 sections following the panel to dialogue with students in greater depth. Six 
subsequent monthly salons will also invite students to eat dinner together and discuss concrete 
ways that undergraduates can create a more “sexually just” culture.

                                                           
1Matthew Kimble et al., “Risk Of Unwanted Sex for College Women: Evidence of a Red Zone.” Journal of 
American College Health. (57:3) 331-338. 



BUDGET 
 
Fall 09 Panel on “Creating Relationships of Justice and Care” 
 
Cintas Center fees        $650 
Snacks and refreshments for each table (approximately 100)  $500 
 
Publicity 
 Posters to be distributed around campus    $200 
 Newswire ads        $300 
Honoraria for speakers on panel  
 Local speaker on sexual violence and hook-up culture   $200 
 Student survivor of assault      $200 
 Second student survivor of assault     $200 
 Dr. Walker Gollar on “Great Sex”     $200 
 
Training for 80-100 Upperclass student facilitators for small groups 
Training will include pizza for students     $600 
 
Survivor Testimony 
 
Speaking honoraria for 2 student survivors who will visit   
theology classes to share their testimony 
 Student One        $400 
 Student Two        $400 
 
Monthly Salons (6 total) 
 
Publicity 
 Posters to be distributed around campus $200 x 6   $1200 
 Newswire ads $200 x 6      $1200 
Refreshments and pizza dinner $400 x 6      $2400 
Faculty Facilitator (same faculty member will attend 6 salons)  $ 300 
 
Project Direction 
Stipend for project coordinator       $1000 
(Please see responsibilities for coordinator in narrative below.) 
 
 
      TOTAL   $9950 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Narrative 

This project, which offers Xavier students the space and opportunity to assess critically their sexual culture and 
identify concrete ways to make their culture more just and caring advances the mission and purpose of the Women 
of Excellence Giving Circle in the sense that it seeks to value women and men’s experiences of sexuality and 
empower them to make a constructive impact on their community at Xavier and beyond. Furthermore, many social 
theorists argue that a lack of agentic control over one’s body and sexual behavior undermines one’s sense of control 
over one’s life. My experience teaching sexual ethics (and reading students’ reflections) over the past six years has 
convinced me that women often lack a sense of agency over their body and sexual decisions, which undermines a 
healthy sense of self-esteem and empowerment. This project, which aims to reduce the prevalence of sexual 
violence on campus and foster critical dialogue about sexual justice, directly and indirectly fosters students’ 
empowerment. 
 
Behind the statistic that 1 in 4 college women are victim of sexual assault lies a powerful culture that  
includes pervasive and easily accessible pornography, social narratives that discourage female agency and define 
masculinity in terms of aggression and sexual “scoring,” and the use of alcohol to enable sexual coercion and 
violence. In this context, according to many of my students, sexual coercion has become so common that it is often 
accepted as normal. After interviewing students at multiple schools, Donna Freitas concludes in Sex & the Soul: 
Juggling Sexuality, Spirituality, Romance, and Religion on America’s College Campuses (Oxford, 2008) that many 
students are dissatisfied with this sexual culture and yet struggle to find healthy alternatives. One of the most 
important ways that Xavier University can enrich students’ lives, exercise the Jesuit ideal of care for the whole 
person, and execute our mission to “form students intellectually, morally, and spiritually, with rigor and 
compassion” is to empower students to transform the sexual culture that is the national norm. Authentic education 
should enable each generation of students to critically examine and evaluate the cultural mores they have inherited 
and to transform this culture in light of a vision of what is authentically good, beautiful, and true. Addressing this 
issue in Theology 111 with the proposed panel and salons would empower students to critique their own sexual 
culture and create an environment that respects both women’s and men’s bodily integrity. 
 
For the past six years, when I ask students to brainstorm about how to reduce sexual violence on Xavier’s  
campus, a resounding answer is that this issue must be addressed in depth in a freshman course like Theology 111 or 
Philosophy 100. Students report that they need an academic environment to examine the complex issues in order to 
change the sexual culture, and honestly note that very few college men will attend events on sexual violence unless 
it is mandatory. Freshmen in my Theo 111 courses often rank this subject as one the most valuable topics in the 
course. Xavier’s student group, Students Against Sexual Assault, has also heard from freshmen that there is a great 
need to make discussion about sexual violence mandatory. Students appear to want to discuss the issue, but peer 
pressure discourages them from initiating discussion themselves. Addressing this issue also enables female students 
to begin to heal from past and present sexual assault; many female students in my classes tell me that they sought 
out Xavier’s Advocacy Program or therapy after being in my class to deal with sexual victimization. Some women 
have also confided that they ended relationships that were exploitative or violent after addressing issues of sexual 
violence in my courses. 
The Theology Department initiative has several components designed to meet college students’ need to discuss and 
critique their contemporary sexual culture, including the following: 
 
Panel Discussion 
As important as it is to address these issues related to sexual culture and violence, it is not realistic to expect  
that all theology faculty are comfortable enough with this topic to teach it individually in their courses. For this 
reason, I sensed among my colleagues interest in a panel that could raise the complex issues involved in the hookup 
culture and sexual violence as a way to begin dialogue about these issues. Ideally, the administration will mandate 
attendance for all freshmen. If this is not possible, the majority of theology faculty has agreed to require their 
students to attend the panel if such an event is organized. The panel will, of course, be open to all Xavier 
undergrads, faculty, and staff; we are hoping that faculty from all departments will encourage their students to attend 
the panel and subsequent salons. The format of the panel will be to listen to speakers (including rape survivors) and 
then break the students into small groups led by upperclass college students. After discussing questions and issues 
raised by the panel, the groups will report on any ideas they have to change Xavier’s culture and listen to a brief talk 
by Dr. Walker Gollar on a vision of healthy sexuality. 
 



2) Survivor Testimony 
In addition to speaking on the panel, two female rape survivors have generously volunteered to serve as  
guest speakers in theology classes. Their presence in class will enable more exchange and discussion than will be 
possible in the full assembly. Giving survivors who wish to speak about their experiences the opportunity to share 
their stories in supportive contexts also facilitates the healing process. 
 
3) Salons 
In order to further dialogue among undergraduates about changing their culture to be more sexually just, we will 
organize salon-style forums once per month throughout the 09-10 academic year. These will serve to move the 
conversation forward and generate ideas as to how to create a campus culture that is more respectful of the bodily 
integrity of both women and men. We will invite as speakers student leaders including members of SGA and 
captains of athletic teams. Students in Theology 111 will be strongly encouraged to attend, and the salons will be 
broadly publicized to invite participation of the entire university community. The salons will be held in a central 
location, and pizza will be served as an incentive to student attendance.  
 
Project Director’s Responsibilities 
The first responsibility is to form and oversee a university-wide committee composed of students, faculty and staff 
from areas like Student Development, Residence Life, Athletics, Health and Counseling, etc. The purpose of the 
committee is to gain widespread support about the need for more dialogue about what constitutes a sexually just 
culture and gain insights from many about how best to organize the panel and encourage attendance. The committee 
will meet every 3 weeks from April-October to organize the panel and subsequent salons. The project director’s 
other responsibilities will be to 1) oversee the presentation of issues involving hookup culture, drinking, and sexual 
violence and how to respond justly to rape survivors; 2) recruit and train 80-100 male and female upperclass peer 
leaders to facilitate small group discussion following the panel speakers; 3) inform faculty of the panel and salons at 
a Faculty Assembly in late April and ask them to encourage their fall classes to attend the panel; 4) distribute 
information to faculty in the Humanities and Social Sciences about the panel, salons, and the opportunity to invite 
rape survivors to their classes; 5) oversee marketing and advertising the panel; 6) attend to the logistics of hosting a 
large event at the Cintas Center; 7) organize and advertise  the subsequent salons; 8) design an evaluation form for 
the panel evening and then a subsequent questionnaire to be administered a month later in sections of Theo 111; 9) 
analyze and summarize the results of the evaluation form and questionnaire, and submit the findings to WOX and 
Xavier administration; 10) be in communication with student rape survivors who will be on the panel to discern 
whether participating on the panel is still in their best interest; and 11) if the administration makes attendance at the 
panel mandatory for all freshmen, the project director would be responsible for coordinating make-up sessions for 
students who cannot attend the primary event; 12) organize planning details of salons and facilitate discussion at 
salons. 
 
Approximately 650 students in the fall take Theo 111; most of these students will be required to attend this panel. I 
am meeting with Dr. Roger Fortin about the possibility of requiring the panel for all freshmen if this project is 
funded. It is difficult to estimate how many additional undergraduates will attend the panel and subsequent salons, 
but I suspect the panel will have an incredible impact on how college students think about drinking and sexual 
culture, as well as the effects of sexual violence on survivors and the Xavier community. Since much of the work 
organizing this panel takes place in the first year of its operation, it is hoped that the Theology Department will 
continue to organize a similar panel every semester for as long as the panel serves students’ need to be educated 
about contemporary sexual culture and sexual violence. If this panel occurs for many years, the impact of this 
funded project will be vast—most likely, the panel and salons will reduce the prevalence of sexual violence on 
Xavier’s campus, raise consciousness about the impact of sexual violence, and empower female and male students 
to make concrete changes about their social life so that the campus culture becomes more respectful of all persons’ 
bodily integrity and intolerant of social practices that foster sexual violence. 
 
If this project is funded, all advertising for the panel and subsequent salons will include acknowledgement  
that the panel and salons are being funded by the WOX Giving Circle. I will also announce at the beginning of the 
panel and salons that these events are being funded by WOX. I am interested in writing an article to be published in 
a pedagogy journal analyzing the impact of the panel; any publications about the panel will acknowledge that it was 
made possible by a grant from the WOX Giving Circle. 
 
 



At the conclusion of the panel evening, students will be asked to complete an evaluation form. Students  
will also be asked in sections of Theology 111 to complete a questionnaire a month following the panel to gauge its 
impact on their views and behavior. This feedback will be essential in enabling faculty to determine how we can 
best support students in creating a culture of justice and care at Xavier University.  
 
Theology faculty are eager and willing to present the results of our project.   

 
 


