
FERPA 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974 as amended details 
the access of student records held and maintained by educational institutions. The law 
further requires that parents or eligible students be notified of the types of records held 
and officials responsible for such records.   

Parents have the right of access, review and challenge for elementary and secondary 
students (under the age of 18). The student assumes the rights of the parents at age 18 or 
upon attendance at a postsecondary institution. However, if the student is considered 
dependent (according to the 1954 Internal Revenue Code), both the student and parents 
have access rights. A student's records will be released to parents only after receipt of 
reasonable proof of dependency.   

Pursuant to Section 99.13, students have the right of access to all educational records 
except those specifically excluded under the amendments to the Privacy Act. The 
following materials are specifically exempted from access by students: (1) Personal notes 
of teachers and administrators, provided these notes are not available to a third party 
other than a teacher's substitute; (2) Law Enforcement Records, to include those of the 
campus police force; (3) Medical and Psychiatric Records - not available to anyone 
except those providing the treatment. However, the records may be reviewed by a 
physician or other appropriate professional of the student's choice.   

In addition to the above excepted information, students may not inspect financial 
information submitted by their parents, nor may they inspect confidential letters of 
reference placed in the file prior to January 1, 1975.   

The student does have the right of access upon request to all other educational records 
and files which are directly related to the student with proper identification. This includes 
all admissions records, registration files, financial aid materials (excluding financial 
information submitted by their parents as mentioned above), housing files, discipline 
records and any athletic records.   

University employees who have an "educational need to know" and others with the 
expressed consent of the student also have the right of access to a student's records.   

In compliance with Section 99.5 of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 
1974, the following information is published for all students at Xavier University.   

 
Source: Office of the Registrar, www.xu.edu/registrar/privacy/   
 


