
  

 

 

Memo 

To: Michael Graham, S.J. 

From: Dr. Kyra Shahid 

CC:  Dr. Janice Walker 

 

March 8, 2019 

Save the Date: USS Conference 2019: The Academy’s Original Sin 

The Stained Glass Initiative at Xavier University is proud to announce its collaboration with The 

University of Cincinnati to present the 2019 Fall Symposium for Universities Studying Slavery (USS).  

USS is a national educational consortium focused on addressing historical and contemporary issues 

dealing with race and inequity in higher education and university communities.  Moreover, the 49 

institutions that belong to USS directly confront the complicated legacies of slavery in modern American 

society via semi-annual meetings where students, faculty, administrators, and local community members 

can discuss strategies, collaborate on research, and learn from one another.   As a part of Xavier 

University’s continuing mission to be a leading Jesuit institution on racial healing and reconciliation, we 

are dedicated to commemorating the 400th anniversary of the presence of enslaved Africans in the 

Americas, and recognize how our Jesuit Catholic mission compels us to lead efforts that help to move us 

toward a more common good.   

  

The theme for the 2019 Fall Symposium will be “The Academy’s Original Sin,” and is an explicit 

commentary on the historical role of slavery in the development of American colleges and universities. 

The work has begun to uncover, recognize, and document institutional histories that intersect with the 

institution of slavery, the transatlantic slave trade, and the lives of enslaved people who were integral 

parts of the early life of dozens of institutions across the United States, including many Jesuit colleges 

and universities.   

 

Our “commitment to educating the whole person, promoting the common good, and serving others,” 

demands that we partner with local organizations and expand our efforts beyond our campus.  Therefore, 

we are working in collaboration with Jubilee, a collective of community members, organizations and faith 

communities who have met over the past ten years in preparation for the launch of an innovative 

investment venture set to transform Cincinnati based upon the biblical concept of Jubilee and through 

innovative entrepreneurial, investment, and community action ventures that will provide new alternatives 

for African Americans displaced and marginalized by the dominant beliefs about “development,” “jobs,” 

“education” and “affordable housing” that often perpetuate the legacies of slavery.  The USS conference 

closes with the launch of Jubilee in four locations throughout the city. Jubilee is a continual effort that 

will gather every seven years and we are proud to work in partnership to ensure its launch, as it allows us 

to put our mission into action in a new way. It is our hope that the October 2019 experience will not only 

serve as a model for other university communities, but will move our community towards the racial repair 

and reparative justice that is needed to find the more universal good for us all. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

About Stained Glass 

 
The 2019 USS conference and Jubilee experience are but one portion of the Stained Glass Initiatives 

underway at Xavier University.  The Stained Glass Initiatives (SGI) are aimed to address Xavier’s 

Historical connections to slavery.  SGI is the culmination of recommendations put forth by the Working 

Group on Slavery and serves as the umbrella enterprise for projects, research, and institutional hires that 

further the recommendations of the working group.  These projects include continued work to redress the 

naming of Fenwick Place; the Diasporic Soul Racial Healing Experience in Senegal, West Africa; 

partnership with Artist in Residence Angela Franklin; Mosaic Grants for continued faculty and student 

research; Day of Reflection, Education, Awareness, and Discernment community dialogues; and the 

creation of a new faculty position aimed to further the administrative and curricular advancement of 

related academic disciplines.  

 

The symbolism of stained glass captures the essence of Xavier’s work concerning slavery and racism.  

Recognizing that our history is stained by slavery, Xavier is committed to institutionalizing racial repair 

and reconciliation. Just as stained glass admits and reflects light in different ways, these initiatives seek to 

acknowledge and perpetuate the diversity of experience and reflection that is needed to envision a better 

common good.  As a creative art form, Stained Glass brings together different pieces to create a whole.  It 

symbolizes transformation, spirituality, and sacred history.  As the umbrella structure for several projects, 

Stained Glass includes three committees of various faculty, staff and students.  We are happy to announce 

the progress we have made and will launch our webpage with additional updates later in the month. 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Kyra T. Shahid 

 

Director, Center for Diversity and Inclusion 

Co-chair, Stained Glass Initiatives  

  

 

 


