
FICTION: 
 
The Vanishing Half The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But 
after growing up together in a small, southern black community and 
running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that 
is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their 
racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her black daughter 
in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly 
passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, 
even separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the 

twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own 
daughters' storylines intersect? 

 
This Is My America Every week, seventeen-year-old Tracy Beaumont writes 
letters to Innocence X, asking the organization to help her father, an 
innocent Black man on death row. After seven years, Tracy is running out 
of time—her dad has only 267 days left. Then the unthinkable happens. The 
police arrive in the night, and Tracy’s older brother, Jamal, goes from being 
a bright, promising track star to a “thug” on the run, accused of killing a 
white girl. 
 
Heads of the Colored People Nafissa Thompson-Spires grapples with black 
identity and the contemporary middle class in these compelling, 
boundary-pushing vignettes. Each captivating story plunges headfirst into 
the lives of new, utterly original characters. Some are darkly 
humorous—from two mothers exchanging snide remarks through notes in 
their kids’ backpacks, to the young girl contemplating how best to notify her 
Facebook friends of her impending suicide—while others are devastatingly 

poignant—a new mother and funeral singer who is driven to madness with grief for the 
young black boys who have fallen victim to gun violence, or the teen who struggles 
between her upper middle class upbringing and her desire to fully connect with black 
culture. 

 
I Am Every Good Thing The confident Black narrator of this book is proud 
of everything that makes him who he is. He's got big plans, and no doubt 
he'll see them through--as he's creative, adventurous, smart, funny, and a 
good friend. Sometimes he falls, but he always gets back up. And other 
times he's afraid, because he's so often misunderstood and called what he 
is not. So slow down and really look and listen, when somebody tells 

you--and shows you--who they are. There are superheroes in our midst! 
 
Homegoing The parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants 
through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the plantations of 
Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. 

https://bookshop.org/books/the-vanishing-half-9780525536291/9780525536291
https://bookshop.org/books/this-is-my-america/9780593118764
https://bookshop.org/books/heads-of-the-colored-people-stories/9781501168000
https://bookshop.org/books/i-am-every-good-thing/9780525518778
https://bookshop.org/books/homegoing-9781101947135/9781101971062


 
 

 
Passing Set primarily in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City in the 
1920s, the story centers on the reunion of two childhood friends—Clare 
Kendry and Irene Redfield—and their increasing fascination with each 
other's lives 
 
 
 
 
 
The Black Kids This coming-of-age debut novel explores issues of race, 
class, and violence through the eyes of a wealthy black teenager whose 
family gets caught in the vortex of the 1992 Rodney King Riots. Ashley 
Bennett and her friends are living the charmed life. It’s the end of senior 
year. Everything changes one afternoon in April, when four LAPD officers 
are acquitted after beating a black man named Rodney King half to death. 
Suddenly, Ashley’s not just one of the girls. She’s one of the black kids. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bookshop.org/books/passing-9781946963079/9781943536429
https://bookshop.org/books/the-black-kids/9781534462724


 
 
 
FICTION - FANTASY: 

 
A Song of Wraiths and Ruins The first in an fantasy duology inspired by 
West African folklore in which a grieving crown princess and a desperate 
refugee find themselves on a collision course to murder each other despite 
their growing attraction. 
 
 
 
 
The Fifth Season This is the way the world ends. . .for the last time. It 
starts with the great red rift across the heart of the world's sole continent, 
spewing ash that blots out the sun. It starts with death, with a murdered 
son and a missing daughter. It starts with betrayal, and long dormant 
wounds rising up to fester. This is the Stillness, a land long familiar with 
catastrophe, where the power of the earth is wielded as a weapon. And 
where there is no mercy. 
 
The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms But the throne of the Hundred 
Thousand Kingdoms is not easily won, and Yeine is thrust into a vicious 
power struggle with cousins she never knew she had. As she fights for her 
life, she draws ever closer to the secrets of her mother's death and her 
family's bloody history. 
 
 
 
 
How Long Till Black Future Month In these stories, Jemisin sharply 
examines modern society, infusing magic into the mundane, and drawing 
deft parallels in the fantasy realms of her imagination. Dragons and hateful 
spirits haunt the flooded city of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. In a parallel universe, a utopian society watches our world, trying 
to learn from our mistakes. A black mother in the Jim Crow south must 
figure out how to save her daughter from a fey offering impossible 

promises. And in the Hugo award-nominated short story “The City Born Great,” a young 
street kid fights to give birth to an old metropolis’s soul. 
 

 
The City We Became Every great city has a soul. Some are ancient as 
myths, and others are as new and destructive as children. New York? She's 
got six. 

https://bookshop.org/books/a-song-of-wraiths-and-ruin/9780062891495
https://bookshop.org/books/the-fifth-season/9780316229296
https://bookshop.org/books/the-hundred-thousand-kingdoms/9780316043915
https://bookshop.org/books/how-long-til-black-future-month-stories/9780316491372
https://bookshop.org/books/the-city-we-became/9780316509848


 
The Water Dancer Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his 
mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all memory of her — but was 
gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in 
a river, that same power saves his life. This brush with death births an 
urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: to escape from the only home he’s 
ever known. 
 
 

Kindred The first science fiction written by a black woman, Kindred has 
become a cornerstone of black American literature. This combination of 
slave memoir, fantasy, and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary 
complexity. Having just celebrated her 26th birthday in 1976 California, 
Dana, an African-American woman, is suddenly and inexplicably wrenched 
through time into antebellum Maryland. After saving a drowning white boy 
there, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is 

transported back to the present just in time to save her life. During numerous such 
time-defying episodes with the same young man, she realizes the challenge she’s been 
given... 

 
Black Leopard Red Wolf Drawing from African history and mythology and 
his own rich imagination, Marlon James has written a novel unlike 
anything that's come before it: a saga of breathtaking adventure that's also 
an ambitious, involving read. 
 
 
 
Dread Nation * Almost finished with her education at Miss Preston’s 
School of Combat in Baltimore, Jane is set on returning to her Kentucky 
home and doesn’t pay much mind to the politics of the eastern cities, with 
their talk of returning America to the glory of its days before the dead 
rose. But when families around Baltimore County begin to go missing, 
Jane is caught in the middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a 
desperate fight for her life against some powerful enemies. And the 
restless dead, it would seem, are the least of her problems. 
 
Children of Blood and Bone * Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of 
Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners ignited flames, Tiders beckoned 
waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoned forth souls. But everything 
changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless 
king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people 
without hope. Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike 
against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must 

outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good.  

https://bookshop.org/books/the-water-dancer/9780399590597
https://bookshop.org/books/kindred-6268c8de-13c6-4936-b889-3432f8682d05/9780807083697
https://bookshop.org/books/black-leopard-red-wolf/9780735220188
https://bookshop.org/books/dread-nation/9780062570611
https://bookshop.org/books/children-of-blood-and-bone-9781250300119/9781250170972


 
Fledgling *  An apparently young, amnesiac girl whose alarmingly 
inhuman needs and abilities lead her to a startling conclusion: She is in 
fact a genetically modified, 53-year-old vampire. Forced to discover what 
she can about her stolen former life, she must at the same time learn who 
wanted - and still wants - to destroy her and those she cares for and how 
she can save herself. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bookshop.org/books/fledgling-9781538459379/9780446696166


 
 
 
 
 
GRAPHIC-NOVELS: 

 
Incognegro In the early 20th century, when lynchings were commonplace in 
the American South, a few brave reporters - light-skinned 
African-Americans - risked their lives to expose the truth. This undercover 
work was known as 'going incognegro'. Zane Pinchback's latest case hits 
close to home: his brother has been arrested for murder. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bookshop.org/books/incognegro-a-graphic-mystery-new-edition/9781506705644


 
 
 
 
 
NON-FICTION: 

 
Officer Clemmons The intimate debut memoir by the man known to the 
world as Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood’s Officer Clemmons, who made 
history as the first African American actor to have a recurring role on a 
children’s television program. Details the incredible life story of François 
Clemmons, beginning with his early years in Alabama and Ohio, marked by 
family trauma and loss, through his studies as a music major at Oberlin 
College, where Clemmons began to investigate and embrace his 

homosexuality, to a chance encounter with Fred Rogers which changed the whole course 
of both men’s lives, leading to a deep, spiritual friendship and mentorship spanning 
nearly forty years. 

 
Rainbow Milk An intersectional coming-of-age story, following 
nineteen-year-old Jesse McCarthy as he grapples with his racial and sexual 
identities against the backdrop of a Jehovah's Witness upbringing and the 
legacies of the Windrush generation. 
 
 
 
The Inner Work of Racial Justice Law professor and mindfulness 
practitioner Rhonda Magee shows that the work of racial justice begins 
with ourselves. When conflict and division are everyday realities, our 
instincts tell us to close ranks, to find the safety of our own tribe, and to 
blame others. The practice of embodied mindfulness--paying attention to 
our thoughts, feelings, and physical sensations in an open, nonjudgmental 
way--increases our emotional resilience, helps us to recognize our 

unconscious bias, and gives us the space to become less reactive and to choose how we 
respond to injustice. 

 
The Tangled History of Black Hair Culture Emma Dabiri comes an essay 
collection exploring the ways in which black hair has been appropriated 
and stigmatized throughout history, with ruminations on body politics, 
race, pop culture, and Dabiri’s own journey to loving her hair. 
 
 
 

https://bookshop.org/books/officer-clemmons-a-memoir/9781948226707
https://bookshop.org/books/rainbow-milk-9780593414583/9780385547062
https://bookshop.org/books/the-inner-work-of-racial-justice-healing-ourselves-and-transforming-our-communities-through-mindfulness/9780593083925
https://bookshop.org/books/twisted-the-tangled-history-of-black-hair-culture/9780062966728


I'm Still Here From a powerful new voice on racial justice, an eye-opening account of 
growing up Black, Christian, and female in middle-class white America. 
 
 
 
 

 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 1845 memoir and treatise on 
abolition. The text describes the events of his life and is considered to be 
one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist 
movement of the early 19th century in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
Twelve Years A Slave A black man who was born free in New York, details 
his being tricked to go to Washington D.C., where he was kidnapped and 
sold into slavery in the Deep South 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Feminist Archaeology Black feminist thought has developed in 
various parts of the academy for over three decades, but has made only 
minor inroads into archaeological theory and practice 
 
 
 
Wayward Lives Beautiful Experiments A breathtaking exploration of the 
lives of young black women in the early twentieth century. In Wayward 
Lives, Beautiful Experiments, Saidiya Hartman examines the revolution of 
black intimate life that unfolded in Philadelphia and New York at the 
beginning of the twentieth century 
 
 
 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl Autobiography by Hariet Jacobs, a 
mother and fugitive slave 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bookshop.org/books/i-m-still-here-black-dignity-in-a-world-made-for-whiteness/9781524760854
https://bookshop.org/books/narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-9781945644689/9780486284996
https://bookshop.org/books/twelve-years-a-slave-9781631680021/9781631680021
https://bookshop.org/books/black-feminist-archaeology/9781598743784
https://bookshop.org/books/wayward-lives-beautiful-experiments-intimate-histories-of-riotous-black-girls-troublesome-women-and-queer-radicals/9780393357622
https://bookshop.org/books/incidents-in-the-life-of-a-slave-girl-9781945644320/9781945644337


 
 
Eloquent Rage Eloquent rage keeps us all honest and accountable. It 
reminds women that they don't have to settle for less. When Cooper 
learned of her grandmother's eloquent rage about love, sex, and marriage 
in an epic and hilarious front-porch confrontation, her life was changed. 
 
 
 
This Will Be My Undoing * Collection of linked essays interweaves her 
incisive commentary on pop culture, feminism, black history, misogyny, 
and racism with her own experiences to confront the very real challenges 
of being a black woman today 
 
 

 
Freedom Dreams * Kelley unearths freedom dreams in this exciting 
history of renegade intellectuals and artists of the African diaspora in 
the twentieth century. Focusing on the visions of activists from C. L. R. 
James to Aime Cesaire and Malcolm X, Kelley writes of the hope that 
Communism offered, the mindscapes of Surrealism, the transformative 
potential of radical feminism, and of the four-hundred-year-old dream of 
reparations for slavery and Jim Crow. From 'the preeminent historian of 
black popular culture' (Cornel West), an inspiring work on the power of 
imagination to transform society. 
 
Heavy * Kiese Laymon is a fearless writer. In his essays, personal 
stories combine with piercing intellect to reflect both on the state of 
American society and on his experiences with abuse, which conjure 
conflicted feelings of shame, joy, confusion and humiliation. Laymon 
invites us to consider the consequences of growing up in a nation 
wholly obsessed with progress yet wholly disinterested in the messy 
work of reckoning with where we’ve been.  
 

https://bookshop.org/books/eloquent-rage-a-black-feminist-discovers-her-superpower-9781250112880/9781250112880
https://bookshop.org/books/this-will-be-my-undoing-living-at-the-intersection-of-black-female-and-feminist-in-white-america/9780062666154
https://bookshop.org/books/freedom-dreams-the-black-radical-imagination/9780807009772
https://bookshop.org/books/heavy-an-american-memoir/9781501125669

