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What did I learn in this Course?
Laudato Si  by Pope Francis is the most comprehensive Vatican document to date on environmentalism, ethics, and Christian faith. 
This is the first thing I leaned. To be honest I had never heard of this document probably as I do not attend a Catholic church. That being said I learned so much more than that.

I learned that simply meeting together with likeminded individuals is extremely motivating and powerful. I have been motivated to change several habits in my day to day life. I have stopped purchasing individual water bottles at home, I have pivoted to regular pot coffee at home so no more pods. I have changed my trash receptacles in my kitchen to allow for garbage vs recycling and I have been pressing my kids to do the same at home and at work.
I learned that there is no better learning tool than a good field trip! I now have first hand knowledge of what a green roof does for our university. I now am in aww of Our Lady Of Peace Chapel on campus and how it is Xavier's first geo-thermal powered building. I  also learned that every little tree planted on campus saves money  by using it’s stormwater runoff, Co2 reduction and electricity savings.  Lastly it was esciting to learn that Xavier is now considered a “Tree Campus” by the Arbor Day Foundation.

I know have a much  deeper understanding of Xavier’s sustainability initiatives and their connection to our mission and identity as a “Laudato Si’” university.
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