
Join us for
Overcoming the Dichotomy Between
Faith and Everyday Life: Vatican II and
the Seeds of the ‘Culture of Encounter’ 

Thursday, Sep. 18, 2025 

 
Part of Vatican II at 60 Lecture Series 
Gaudium et spes, the final document of Vatican II, proposes a dramatic shift in how the church engages the world.
Chief among its concerns is the “dichotomy between faith and everyday life,” or how people may compartmentalize
their faith and reduce the scope of their discipleship. This presentation will discuss some of the key themes in this
document, its influence over the last 60 years, and how it informs the vision of the “culture of encounter” that calls
Christians to come together to practice dialogue and collaboration in the pursuit of solidarity.

7:00 PM Bellarmine Chapel (Xavier University)
 Free and open to public

 Live streaming available here.

Free parking available at the lots indicated in orange on this map. 

Marcus Mescher is associate professor of Christian ethics
at Xavier University. He specializes in Catholic social
thought and moral formation and is the author of The
Ethics of Encounter, proposing a moral framework to
implement the “culture of encounter” championed by
Pope Francis.

Presented by
Marcus Mescher, PhD

Sponsors: Institute of Spirituality & Social Justice (Xavier University), Brueggeman Center (Xavier
University), Bellarmine Chapel, St. Xavier Church

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj2BbUCWSEsl79gdwRyPNvpENn911s0k9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sP0GO_LP9HNGB802KAa9aDR0J7z64P51/view?usp=sharing

