Xavier University Center for Teaching Excellence
Faculty Learning Community

Member Application 

Topic:  Initiating and Facilitating International Experiences for Students

Start Date:  August 2011
Faculty Facilitators:  Diane Ceo-DiFrancesco and Margaret McDiarmid (Modern Languages)

The FLC on initiating and facilitating international experiences for students invites 8-12 members to participate in a year-long discussion on integrating an international focus into course content and program goals.  Meetings will include guest speakers, scholarly readings, and a consideration of key topics regarding internationalizing curriculum: interdisciplinary, global and experiential learning opportunities, pedagogical models, the incorporation of technology, collaboration across disciplines, global and language connections and study abroad components. Participants will come from multiple departments across the university, and previous experience with the topic is neither required nor expected.  The completion of a course-related project during the year, integrating (or reassessing one’s current use of) one or more strategies for curricular internationalization in their courses is expected.  Additionally, FLC members will share results with their departments and the university community.  This FLC has been developed as Xavier University expands its interest in the international realm with the creation of the Center for International Education.
Integrating an international focus into course content and program goals provides opportunities for Xavier students to engage in interdisciplinary and global connections. As faculty members contemplate internationalizing courses and programs, there are many aspects of proposing curricular changes that must be considered. This proposal for a faculty learning community will guide faculty in the exploration of options for internationalizing curriculum, including increasing interdisciplinary, global, and experiential learning opportunities. Participants will investigate pedagogical models, the incorporation of technology, collaboration across disciplines, global and language connections and the possibility of a study abroad component.  Strategies for maximizing international experiences will be discussed in order to provide powerful, interactive and life changing learning for students. 
Due date for receipt of application: Friday, May 13, 2011.  Applications will continue to be accepted if the FLC does not fill up at this deadline.

Participants will be selected from full-time, teaching faculty interested in exploration of this topic and able to make the commitment to engaging in a year-long community. Criteria for selection include: commitment to reflective teaching, openness to new ideas, level of interest in the program, commitment to full participation in the community, and potential for contributions to the group. We are seeking both participants who have no experience and those who may have some experience with curricular internationalization. Each participant will receive between $250 and $500 in professional development money, with the precise amount to be determined by the FLC members as they together establish the FLC’s $10,000 budget. This budget may also be used to fund off-campus visits, retreats, visiting speakers, food, and other relevant expenses.

Questions? Feel free to contact the FLC facilitators about this particular FLC:

Diane Ceo-DiFrancesco
ceo-difr@xavier.edu 

Margaret McDiarmid

mcdiarmi@xavier.edu 

For general questions about FLCs, please see the CTE website or contact: 
David Mengel, faculty director of the CTE
mengel@xavier.edu
745-3870

Please complete this electronic application and send it as an attachment with an e-mail by Friday, May 13, 2011 to cte@xavier.edu.  

Name _________________________________________
Phone ________________________

Department ____________________________________
Email _________________________

Please type brief responses to the following questions:

1. What do you believe you can gain from participating in this community?

2. What do you think you can contribute to the group?

3. How would participation in this FLC likely affect a course or courses you are teaching? (This is a preliminary response and can be changed.)

4. What are the questions or issues you are most interested in learning?  

5. Do you have any experience with this topic? If so, please describe it. 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	8:00-8:30
	
	
	
	
	

	8:30-9:00
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00-9:30
	
	
	
	
	

	9:30-10:00
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00-10:30
	
	
	
	
	

	10:30-11:00
	
	
	
	
	

	11:00-11:30
	
	
	
	
	

	11:30-12:00
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00-12:30
	
	
	
	
	

	12:30-1:00
	
	
	
	
	

	1:00-1:30
	
	
	
	
	

	1:30-2:00
	
	
	
	
	

	2:00-2:30
	
	
	
	
	

	2:30-3:00
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00-3:30
	
	
	
	
	

	3:30-4:00
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00-4:30
	
	
	
	
	

	4:30-5:00
	
	
	
	
	


Would you consider an evening meeting time? _________

If so, please indicate which evenings you know that you would not be available. 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	
	
	
	



Applicant’s Agreement

If I am selected as a participant in the Faculty Learning Community on Initiating and Facilitating International Experiences for Students, I agree to participate fully in the community’s activities including the investigation, readings, projects, reports, and documents associated with this faculty learning community. I will also share the things I learn with faculty outside the Faculty Learning Community. 


(Please indicate your agreement to this statement by typing your name below and sending the completed application by e-mail as an attachment from your Xavier account.)

___________________________________________________
________________________

Applicant’s Name (please type)




Date

Please complete this electronic application and send it as an attachment with an e-mail by Friday, May 13, 2011 to cte@xavier.edu.
One completed copy of the application should also be sent to the applicant’s Department Chair, who can indicate his or her endorsement by typing his or her name below the following statement and sending that attached document by e-mail cte@xavier.edu
Department Chair’s endorsement

I endorse the above applicant’s participation in the Faculty Learning Community on Initiating and Facilitating International Experiences for Students and will support the implementation of the curricular and pedagogical work completed. (Please indicate your agreement to this statement by typing your name below and sending the completed application by e-mail as an attachment from your Xavier account.)

___________________________________________________
________________________

Department Chair’s Name (please type)



Date

