
Xavier University Center for Teaching Excellence
Faculty Learning Community - Member Application 

Topic: Critical Thinking in an Age of Information Ambiguity
Start Date: January 2026

 We are living in an age that facilitates such an ease of acquiring information that it cultivates less
“thinking” and more superficial accepting of information sources. Information seeking behaviors have
changed due to search engine algorithms, fake news, confirmation bias and the prevalence of AI
generated information. As educators, it is essential that we help students with navigating the
information landscape and that requires incorporating higher level critical thinking skills. Analyzing and
evaluating sources is not intuitive, therefore, individuals require high quality experiences that foster
how to understand information in order to develop arguments, verify claims with evidence, synthesize
information and evaluate one’s reasoning in order to draw conclusions and solve problems.
Project Description 
In this FLC, participants will deepen their understanding of critical thinking with the aim of incorporating
such skills into their engagement with students. This could be infused into course, lesson plan and
assignment development. Additionally, teaching methods and techniques will be explored that increase
learner opportunities with developing critical thinking into higher order thinking as students navigate
information sources. Participants may incorporate the concepts into their courses, create learning
objects (such as, reflections, discussions, tutorials, quizzes, or videos), consider assessment of teaching
and learning projects, or be inspired to prepare a conference or publication proposal.
Guiding Questions: 
1. Where have you noticed your students falling short on incorporating critical thinking into their
assignments?
2. How prepared do you think your students are to support their claims and draw reasonable conclusions as they enter the higher education writing experience?
3. Have your students had trouble understanding evaluating & selecting sources that are appropriate to an academic assignment?
4. Do you experience students not being able to synthesize information into their writing, such as,
presenting what sources offered, but not able to develop reasoned arguments?
5. Can you think of instances in which your students succumb to incorporating fake or biased sources into their assignments?
6. Are there teaching objects that could enrichen learning experiences for your students to help them develop their critical thinking and reasoning skills?
Tentative Topics 
• Presentation on critical thinking in the information landscape
• Sharing of readings from FLC participants to expand knowledge base on topic
• Exploring spaces in which information literacy impacts critical thinking
• Defining individual or group projects (FLC outcomes)
• Retreat day/half day in which participants may develop incorporating critical thinking skills into
learning objects or course SLOs
• Debriefing discussions to assist each other with project development and presentations

Application Deadline: November 30th
We will continue to accept applications if the FLC does not fill up at this deadline.

FLC Member Information:
· Members will be selected from all teaching faculty at Xavier, with typically no more than two members from a single academic department; staff may also be considered. Selection criteria include commitment to engage reflectively on this topic, openness towards new ideas and perspectives, and commitment to full and regular participation in the community. 

· Members agree to engage in a year-long learning community, attend all meetings (approximately 10-12), and complete an individual or collective project related to the FLC topic and directly relevant to teaching and learning at Xavier. They also are expected to share their learning with the Xavier community, both through a collective final presentation and informally. 

· FLC budgets will be proposed and approved after the learning community has been formed and members have been selected. FLCs can request relevant expenses, which may include up to $500 in professional development funds for each members. The final budget proposal should be the consensus of the full group. 

Questions?  
For questions about FLCs, check the CTE website or contact Faculty Director, Eric Bucher (buchere1@xavier.edu or 745-3462)


Complete this application and e-mail it to cte@xavier.edu by November 30th

Name:	
Phone:
Department:
Email:
Number of Years at Xavier:

Respond briefly to the following questions:
1. Why are you interested in this topic?


2. What do you believe you can gain from participating in this community?


3. What do you think you can contribute to the group? Would you consider sharing leadership responsibilities of this group (comes with an additional stipend)? Yes | No


4. What are the questions or issues you are most interested in exploring?


5. Do you have a specific project in mind that you will work on within the FLC?  If so, briefly explain.


Meeting availability: Indicate below when you are NOT available to meet during the Spring 2026 semester. The FLC will meet approximately every three weeks for 1.5-2 hours.

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00-9:30
	
	
	
	
	

	9:30-10:00
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00-10:30
	
	
	
	
	

	10:30-11:00
	
	
	
	
	

	11:00-11:30
	
	
	
	
	

	11:30-12:00
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00-12:30
	
	
	
	
	

	12:30-1:00
	
	
	
	
	

	1:00-1:30
	
	
	
	
	

	1:30-2:00
	
	
	
	
	

	2:00-2:30
	
	
	
	
	

	2:30-3:00
	
	
	
	
	

	3:00-3:30
	
	
	
	
	

	3:30-4:00
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00-4:30
	
	
	
	
	

	4:30-5:00
	
	
	
	
	



Would you consider an evening meeting time? Yes | No
	If yes, indicate which weeknight evenings you would NOT be available. 



Applicant’s Agreement
If I am selected as a member of the faculty learning community (FLC) on 	Critical Thinking in an Age of Information Ambiguity, I agree to participate fully in the community’s activities including the meetings, readings, projects, reports, and documents associated with this FLC. I will also share the things I learn with faculty outside the FLC, in both formal and informal settings. 

(Please indicate your agreement to this statement by typing your name below.)

Applicant’s Name (please type):				Date:


Please email your completed application as an attachment to cte@xavier.edu by November 30th.

One completed copy of the application should also be sent to the applicant’s Department Chair, who can indicate their endorsement by typing their name below the following statement and emailing this page of the application to cte@xavier.edu

Department Chair’s endorsement
I endorse the above applicant’s participation in the faculty learning community (FLC) on Critical Thinking in an Age of Information Ambiguity and will support the implementation of the curricular and pedagogical work completed. 

(Please indicate your agreement to this statement by typing your name below.)

Department Chair’s Name (please type):			Date:


