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Description

The thesis is a research project that generally involves the critical investigation of a specific issue within the field of theology.  The thesis project provides the candidate for the Master’s of Arts degree with an opportunity to integrate knowledge acquired through course work with independent, detailed study.  The thesis should attempt to establish the validity of a theological claim, argument, or interpretation by marshaling the appropriate evidence (biblical, historical, theological, etc.) and by articulating persuasively the warrants that support the student’s analysis of this evidence.

In preparing the thesis, the student works closely with a thesis advisor, who provides guidance, information, and criticism to assist the student.  The student should consult with the department chairperson in a timely fashion about the selection of a thesis advisor. The student is encouraged to choose an advisor whose interests lie within the area of the thesis topic.

The thesis experience is meant to be a learning experience.  The teacher is the thesis advisor, who works in a one-to-one relationship with the student.  Although the thesis advisor is expected to assist the student in formulating the project, the thesis advisor serves neither as a major architect of the project nor as the bibliographer of the thesis.

The student is encouraged to prepare a thesis proposal for his/her thesis advisor.  The proposal should attend to the following matters or features:

	Introduction: general statement of the theological issue to be investigated.

	Review of literature: the literature relevant to the proposal is to be cited and the ways in which this literature bears on the topic in question are to be described.

	Thesis statement:  a statement of the claim or interpretation that is to be established by the project and an explanation of the relevance or importance of this claim or interpretation.

	Method:  a description of the methods to be used in the establishment of the thesis claim.

	References:  a complete listing of literature to be cited in the thesis.

After the thesis proposal has been accepted by the advisor, the student can begin work on the writing of the thesis.  The student should meet with the thesis advisor on a regular basis, agreeable to both student and advisor, in order to discuss preliminary drafts of the thesis.


Format

The text should be double-spaced with one-inch margins on top, bottom, and the right; the left-hand margin should be one-and-a-half inches (to allow for binding).  The print must be dark and legible.

The length of the thesis will be determined by the need for adequate treatment of the topic.  A suggested length is 75 pages.

The paper must follow a standard format.  Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, The Chicago Manual of Style and the MLA Handbook are all acceptable.  In all cases, the style of the thesis must be consistent.  Students are encouraged to use gender-inclusive language.

The thesis should include

· First page indicating that this is a thesis presented to the faculty of Xavier University.  Space should be provided for approval by the thesis advisor and department chairperson.  (See example in Appendix)

· Title page (See example in Appendix)

· Table of Contents (See example in Appendix)

· Introduction:  statement of the topic of study and methods to be employed

· Body of the thesis:  Discussion of the relevant literature, presentation of the relevance or importance of the theological claim or interpretation to be advanced in the thesis, presentation of the evidence in support of the claim or interpretation

· Conclusion or summary

· Bibliography


Defense of the Thesis

When the thesis advisor feels that the thesis is in proper shape for the defense, the student will be asked to provide three (3) hard copies of the thesis to the department chairperson.  The chairperson, in consultation with the student, then determines the two additional members of the thesis committee.  Copies of the thesis are given to committee members for their critical appraisal.

With the approval of the department chair, the student contacts the department secretary to find an agreed-upon time for the thesis defense.  A room for the defense will be scheduled by the department secretary.  The final thesis must be submitted to all committee members at least two weeks prior to the scheduled defense.

The thesis defense usually lasts one hour.  During this time period, each member of the thesis committee is permitted fifteen minutes to pursue his or her own line of questioning.  The final fifteen minutes is set aside for additional questions from any of the committee members.  At the end of the hour, the thesis committee will come to a judgment about the acceptance of the thesis.  Three possible judgments can be made:

	1.	The thesis is accepted as is.

2.	The thesis is conditionally accepted subject to change to be overseen by the thesis advisor of a designated committee member.

3.	The thesis is not accepted.

The decision concerning thesis acceptance is by majority vote of the committee.  The thesis advisor must inform the department chairperson of the committee’s judgment.


Final Matters

After the thesis has been approved and all the cover pages signed by both the advisor and the department chair, the original copy should be delivered to the Periodicals Office in the library.  That copy will be bound by the University and will remain in the library.  If the student wishes to have a personal copy of the thesis bound, arrangements can be made through the Periodicals Office.
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