Highlights of 2011 Ohio Classical Conference

The 2011 Ohio Classical Conference was held on October 14 and 15, 2011 at the Fawcett Center on the campus of The Ohio State University.  Special thanks go out to all of those who took part in the planning for the 2011 meeting.  As always, the Ohio Classical Conference offered a unique opportunity for collaboration and discussion among teachers of the Classics at the university, high school, and middle school level.


The OCC would like to give special thanks to this year’s Vergilian Society Luncheon Speaker, Dr. Michael Barich of Kenyon College.  Special thanks also go out to members of the Columbus Theatre Actor’s Guild.    In place of a banquet speaker this year, members of the Columbus Theatre Actor’s Guild performed a scene from Oedipus Rex.  Those in the audience not only greatly enjoyed the scene which they performed, but also participated as chorus members (some even wore masks).  
    The OCC would also like to thank the other individuals who presented at this year’s meeting.  Presenters during the Friday morning session included:

· “Back to the Future:  Using Science to Illustrate the Classics,” Tom Garvey, Visiting Assistant Professor of Classics, Kenyon College

· “An Argument for the Existence of an Ancient Slave Narrative,” William Owen Department of Classics and World Religions, Ohio University

· “Seneca’s Thyestes and the Concept of Virtus,” Timothy Wutrich, Department of Classics, Case Western Reserve University

· “Taking Latin into the 21st Century:  Technology in the Latin Classroom,” Matthew Behrensmeyer, Latin Instructor, Beechwood High School, Fort McKinley, Kentucky

Friday afternoon’s session, featured a panel of students from Case Western Reserve University, as well as several other presentations:
· “Terribly Sublime: Monsters and Demon’s in Vergil’s Aeneid,” Karyn M. Newton, Case Western Reserve University
· “Efficacy in the Aeneid: A Didactic Poem,” Kenneth Elliott, Case Western Reserve University

· “Prophecy and Peace: Themes of the Golden Age in Vergil Eclogues,” Case Western Reserve University

· “Using Prokofiev to Appreciate Cicero,” William Prueter, West Geauga High School

· “Roman Wines, Wine Making, and Wine Tasting,” Marilyn Brusherd, Illinois Classical Conference

The Saturday morning session included a review of the new K-12 Content Standards for World Languages.  Special thanks go out to Ryan Wertz of the Ohio Department of Education who led this session.
The conference ended with a series of presentations involving the use of technology in the classroom.  Topics and presenters included:
· “Imaging Vesuvius through Digital Stories,” Christopher Bungard, Butler University

· “Video in the Latin Classroom,” Emelie StCyr, Latin Instructor, The Wellington School

· “Video to Enhance/Recruit Student Trips,” Matthew Behrensmeyer, Latin Instructor, Beechwood High School, Fort McKinley Kentucky

Thanks again to all of our 2011 Presenters.  Please remember to look for published versions of some of these papers in upcoming issues of Humanitas.  Please also consider presenting at the 2012 meeting.
