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“N*gger Wetb*ck Ch*nk,” a 
comedy skit and race dialogue 
created by three ethnically diverse 
men – an African American, a His-
panic and a Filipino Asian – will be 
performed at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 11 in the GSC Theater, free to 
students with an All Card.

It’s controversial, shocking 
and, at fi rst, offensive but it hasn’t 
rocked the boat much yet because 
it’s been advertised in a more politi-
cally correct way under the name 
“N*W*C: The Race Show.” 

“N*W*C” is a show that the 
administration of the College of 
Mount St. Joseph’s refused to 
welcome to campus, said Alyssa 
Deutsch, a junior Student Activi-
ties Council member who has been 
instrumental in bringing the show 
to Xavier.

The reason? “‘N*W*C’ meets 
controversy wherever they go,” said 
Deutsch. And that’s the point. 

“N*W*C” opens with three 
actors chanting racial slurs, but 
the ultimate goal of the show is to 
disempower those stereotypes. 

Written from the personal ex-
periences of Miles Gregley, Rafael 
Agustin and Allan Axibal, the actors 
said, “The show traces the origins 
and evolution of three derogatory 
terms that shaped our lives and took 
the place of a genuine understand-
ing of our distinct cultures. In doing 
this show, we hope to disempower 
these words for ourselves and for 
our audiences.”

“This is an opportunity to push 
students outside their comfort zone, 
to open their eyes to the different 
issues that surround race today,” 
says Deutsch.

Bringing “N*W*C” to Xavier is 
a process that has been charged by 
Deutsch and junior Shaudae Jones, 
but the SAC board members had 
some hesitations about sponsoring 
the event.
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Disempowering 
stereotypes

Swim coach steps down

Miller Show 
to air live 
from Pub
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On November 2, George Rath-
man made public his decision to 
leave Xavier University, stepping 
down from his positions as head 
men’s and women’s swimming and 
diving coach as well as compliance 
coordinator.

“A few weeks ago, he held a 
meeting and informed us that this 
summer he had decided to make 
some life changes, which included 
not only a change of location but 
a career change,” said sophomore 
swimmer Alissa Schriner.  Rathman 
is moving to Atlanta to look at a 
number of different career opportu-
nities in the corporate world.

According to Athletic Director 
Mike Bobinski, Rathman had men-
tioned the possibility of this change 
earlier in the year.  “I admire him 
for his courage,” said Bobinski.  “I 
obviously wanted to talk him out of 
it, but he was pretty set.”

Rathman kept his plans quiet 
until he was sure of them.   “I was 
not aware of Coach Rathman’s 

decision in advance and neither 
was the team,” said red shirt senior 
Dave Janszen.  “It did come as a 
surprise to me.”

Assistant coach Steve Riegler 
has been named interim head coach 
for this season.  “This is something 
I am prepared for,” Riegler said.  
“I’m really excited for this oppor-
tunity and I am looking forward 
to building on the success of the 
program.”

See RATHMAN, page 6

“It was debated for a long time. 
Concerns were mostly with the 
title of the show and how we were 
going to go about promoting it,” 
said Deutsch. 

Not all faculty stood behind 
SAC’s decision to bring “N*W*C” 
to campus either. 

“It was controversial because 
the actors don’t have a background 
in education training – the show is 
more related strictly to perform-
ing arts,” said Deutsch. “Some 
faculty would have rather seen an 
educational speaker instead of these 
performers who come to tell their 
personal stories.”

“People will feel uncomfort-
able – I did when I saw the show 
– but it’s important to remember 
that change doesn’t happen unless 
people are uncomfortable,” said 
Tekeia Howard, Associate Director 
of Multicultural Affairs, who saw 
the show last spring.

When Howard attended the 
show with a group of students and 
faculty members before determin-
ing if the show’s tour would come 
to Xavier, she was hesitant. “I 
wasn’t going in with a positive at-
titude,” said Howard.

After seeing the show, her opin-
ion shifted: “As the show contin-
ued, I realized that it’s an art form 
– it’s three men telling their story. 
I realized that this can be a positive 
experience for a lot of people if they 
keep in mind the climate of respect 
on this campus.”

DARREN LACOUR
Associate News Editor
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George 
Rathman

Rathman, 40, was 
in his 10th year 
as the men’s and 
women’s swim-
ming head coach 

and eighth year as XU’s compli-
ance coordinator.  Last season, 
both teams achieved their highest 
A-10 Championship point totals 
with the men placing third -- the 
team’s best fi nish ever. 
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Thanks to a joint effort on the 
part of the Xavier Department 
of Athletics, Auxiliary Services, 
Campus Dining and the National 
Alumni Association, the weekly 
Sean Miller radio show will now 
be held live on campus at Ryan’s 
Pub. The call-in talk show featur-
ing Coach Miller and XU basket-
ball broadcasters Joe Sunderman 
and Byron Larkin is scheduled 
for 16 shows to air on most Mon-
days throughout the season. The 
fi rst show is scheduled to air from 
7-8 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 12.

“This campus-wide team has 
made it possible for the students 
to be involved in this special 
sports program,” stated Tom 
Barlow, Director of Auxiliary 
Service. 

“This is also a great start in 
making Ryan’s into Xavier’s 
sports café,” continued Barlow. 
“This is based on the many 
recent discussions with Student 
Government and student and 
alumni focus groups, each re-
questing to make Ryan’s into the 
offi cial Xavier sports café. We 
want a place that truly refl ects 
the excitement of Xavier while 
still retaining the name given by 
Charlie Gallagher.” 
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The controversial “N*W*C” plays 
at GSC on Saturday. The show has 
been banned from other colleges.

Coach Miller’s weekly radio show 
will now be broadcast live from 
Ryan’s Pub.
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