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Club football fmds positives In defeat
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Sophomore James Loughlin makes a falling-away catch in front of a Marquette defender.

Celebratory symphony

CSO TO PERFORM IN COMMEMORATION OF

JENNIFER DOWNING

Senior News Editor
Robert Porco of the Cincinnati

Symphony Orchestra will conduct a
performance to celebrate the 175th
anniversary of Xavier University
at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday
at Music Hall.

Britten’s Cantata academica will
open the event, a piece originally
written to commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the University of
Bassel. The symphony will also be
performing Bach’s Orchestral Suite
No. 3, Schubert’s Mass No. 2 and
Vaughan William’s Five Mystical
Songs.

With discounted tickets for
students, faculty and staff, Tom
Merrill, Director of Xavier Choral
Activities, is optimistic that nearly
1,500 -2,000 people will attend the
event each evening.

With connections in the sympho-
ny, Merrill initiated conversation in
gaining the symphony’s interest in
the 175th celebration.

The program itself is a combi-
nation of songs that was carefully
selected by Porco to tie the event to
Xavier and university life.

“l am excited the Symphony is
doing this program,” said Porco.
“l was looking for something that
had a connection to university life,
and I’ve known about Cantata aca-
demica for a long time.”

Most of the other music has a
distinct religious or Catholic tie,
said Porco.

Porco said that he’s also look-
ing forward to what will be most
intimately connected to Xavier’s
identity — the May Festival perfor-
mance of Xavier’s new alma mater
on Friday evening.

“l always enjoy conducting
choral and orchestral music on
CSO subscription concerts and
working with the wonderful May
Festival Chorus. This season, it’s
especially meaningful to make lo-
cal connections by saluting Xavier
University’s 175th anniversary with
the CSO premiere of Britten’s Can-
tata academica,” said Porco.

Merrill will be leading a pre-
concert discussion called “Classical
Conversation” to discuss the sig-
nificance of the program’s songs.

It has been 25 years — when
Xavier celebrates its 150th anniver-
sary — that the symphony played in
tribute of the university.

“It really is an honor that the
symphony has gone out of its
way to program this event,” said
Merrill. “They have a good com-
munity spirit, and it speaks well
that they’re singing the alma mater
on Friday.”

“Some people in the chorus do
have connection with the Xavier
community, so it should be a very
nice event,” confirmed Porco.

Aside from Porco, the Direc-
tor of Choruses for the Cincinnati
May Festival, the event will feature
renowned tenor Stanford Olsen and
baritone William McGraw.

175TH ANNIVERSARY
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Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s
Robert Porco

If you go...

Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra

When: 8 p.m. Fri. Oct. 27, Sat.
Oct. 28.

Where: Music Hall, down-
town

Program includes Britten, Bach,
Schubert and Vaughan Wil-
liam.

Tickets can be purchased at
the door or online at www.
cincinnatisymphony.com. Stu-
dent tickets are available for
the reduced rate of $10 with
a valid student ID.

JOHN LAFOLLETTE

Sports Editor

A crowd of about 3,000 people
including Xavier students, parents
and former football players saw
the Musketeers take the football
field for the first time in 33 years
last Saturday at Norwood High
School’s Shea Stadium, where the
club football team opened its season
with a 16-6 loss to the Marquette
Golden Eagles.

Playing against a depleted Mar-
quette team that had yet to win a
game, Xavier had chances to win.
Two Musketeer touchdowns were
called back because of penalties,
and Xavier failed to cash in on four
Marquette turnovers.

The game was marked by sloppy
play on both sides. Excessive
penalties and turnovers (Xavier
coughed it up four times as well)
plagued both teams.

The Musketeers netted -1 yards
rushing, thanks to -37 yards on nine
sacks suffered by junior quarter-
back Jimmy Byrnes.

For most people though, the
excitement of the game itself over-
shadowed the loss.

“We had our fair share of mis-
takes, but we’ve built a great
foundation,” said Byrnes in a
spontaneous post-game speech to
his teammates.

“When we look back on this 30

years from now, we’ll remember it
and be proud.”

Many of those in attendance
were actually looking back 30
years, when Xavier last played
competitive football. More than
a few old-school jerseys could be
seen in the stands, and those former
football players in attendance were
honored midway through the sec-
ond half with a loud ovation from
the crowd.

“Everybody is just so pleased,”
said head coach Tom Powers. “The
former players I’ve talked to have
been so supportive, the students
have been fantastic. The spirit is
fantastic.”

Powers himself knows firsthand
about what those former football
players went through 33 years ago.
“The winter after my senior season
at Villanova, they dropped football,
so | can totally relate to the feelings
of former Musketeer players in los-
ing their team, because | had the
same ones,” Powers said.

He also knows what those for-
mer players are going through now.
“Villanova brought football back
five years later, so | also know
how good it feels to have your
team back. To help give Xavier its
football team back is very important
to me.”

See FOOTBALL, page 8

BLT gets big laughs

PAT JENNINGS
Contributing Writer

For over a year, Xavier students
have found themselves laughing
uncontrollably to the point of near-
incontinence.

This phenomenon is not caused
by the suds in the fountain on the
academic mall, but from free im-
provisational comedy shows pro-
vided by Xavier’s own Barely Legal
Teens. The BLT are comprised of
Ryan Nemeth, Bill Garvey, Monica
Bartz-Gallagher, Katrina Sodaro,
Paul Lieber and will soon enough
add some current trainees.

The Barely Legal Teens are the
only long form improv group any-
where close to Cincinnati. Nemeth,
along with former member Bradd
Hout, have improvised comedy at
Improv Olympic in Chicago.

In addition to the BLT, Nemeth
produced the play “Jimmy the
Soap” last year from Xavier Play-
ers” Workshop and has also written
several other short plays.

The Newswire recently had a

chance to sit down with four Barely
Legal Teens and ask them about the
tricks of their trade.

The Newswire: How did you
go about starting such a group for
Xavier?

Ryan Nemeth: | was studying
improv in Chicago in the summer-
time and talked to Bill on the phone,
and one thing led to another and we
decided it would be a lot of fun to
do this sort of thing at Xavier.

Bill Garvey: Improv is like the
basis for all human activity!

TN: How do you guys go about
practicing being funny?

RN: We don’t practice being
funny...

BG: We just try to be human be-
ings in everyday situations.

RN: Monica reads a lot of im-
prov books.

Monica Bartz-Gallagher: Yeah,
I read a lot of books.

See COMEDY, Pg. 3
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