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m HUGE GROWTH REQUIRES QUICK ACTION

New dorm, classrooms to go up at XU
By Cliff Peale

cpeale@enquirer.com

Xavier University will welcome its biggest freshman
class this fall, and it plans a
new dorm and a new classroom building to keep up with
the growing student body.
Xavier’s incoming class of
at least 1,150 students will be
more than one-third larger
than last year’s class of 860.
The university will add 10
more sections of freshman
English and math. It also will
convert double rooms into triples and suite living rooms to
bedrooms to house students.
Construction starts later
this year on a new residence
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hall to open by fall 2011 at the
bottom of Ledgewood Avenue, just across the street
from Bellarmine Chapel. It
will house about 300 students.
Next summer, the school
will raze Alter Hall, the classroom building that houses
about 40 percent of XU’s
courses, and build a $17 million classroom building to be
complete by early 2012.
The projects are in addition
to construction under way for
a new home for the Williams
College of Business and a new
Learning Commons, named
the Hoff Academic Quad.
Those buildings should be
ready by fall 2010.
Just last year, Xavier im-

posed a midyear budget cut
and froze most hiring. The increased enrollment caused it
to lift the freeze and gives it financial flexibility to build new
buildings at a time when many
universities are mothballing
new construction projects.
“We know the bottleneck
on the upper limits of the university now is dorm space,”
XU President Father Michael
Graham said. “What’s in front
of us is a kind of growth era for
the university. To be able to
pull that off in this kind of environment is quite remarkable.”
Xavier also had planned to
build student apartments at
the Xavier Square development near Montgomery Road.

Square back to the drawing board

But that project is stalled, and
XU could not afford to wait for
the new space.
To finance the new buildings, Xavier will issue new
debt this fall and use student
room-and-board fees to make
the payments. It currently
holds more than $150 million
in total debt. To pay for the
new classroom building, the
school will use savings from
current construction, reserve
funds and private gifts.
The school received a record 7,113 applications this
year, accepted 5,229 and already has more than 1,200 deposits to reserve a spot, said
Terry Richards, vice president of student enrollment.

Xavier University will pull
back on the Xavier Square development it planned for Montgomery Road and Dana Avenue in Norwood.
XU planned to join with developer Corporex Cos. to put
apartments, stores and restaurants, a campus health center
and its bookstore on the 20acre site. The school announced a delay in construction last fall because of the
economy. Monday, XU officials
said they will revisit the plan.
“We will do something
there,” said Beth Amyot, vice
president of financial adminis-

Triple homicide leaves
city neighborhood shaken
Mother, infant,
toddler shot
in Pendleton
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Holding hands and praying, a group pledges to take back the neighborhood Tuesday after the bodies of a
woman and two young children were discovered early in the morning in Pendleton. The Rev. Edward
Byers, from St. Mary’s Baptist Church in the neighborhood, led an anti-violence march.
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PENDLETON – Noelle Washington sat upright on a couch, her
9-month-old son cradled in her arms.
At her feet, a 3-year-old girl was
sprawled on the floor, covered by a
blanket.
All three were shot. All three were
dead.
Tuesday, Cincinnati Mayor Mark
Mallory called the early-morning triple homicide an “unthinkable tragedy.”
His words proved more prescient
than he realized.
The infant and toddler are the
youngest homicide shooting victims
in recent memory in Cincinnati and
Hamilton County.
The bodies of Noelle Washington,
19; her son, Anthony Jones, 9
months; and Sharailyn Wright, 3,
whom Washington was baby-sitting,
were found about 12:15 a.m. in a firstfloor apartment in the 400 block of
East 13th Street in the Pendleton
neighborhood on the eastern fringe
of downtown.
According to Terry Daly, a Hamilton County Coroner’s Office spokesman, the youngest homicide shootSee SHOOTING, Page A2
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Neighbors (from left)
Evelyn Smith, Vicky
McCaleb and Kimlyn
Stephens, holding 1year-old Sean Gray,
talk Tuesday about violence in the Pendleton
area, including a 20year-old woman killed
by a stray bullet 3½
weeks ago.
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FERNANDO DE NORONHA, Brazil – An airplane seat, a fuel slick and
pieces of white debris scattered over three miles of
open
ocean
Tuesday
marked the site in the midAtlantic where Brazilian officials said Air France
Flight 447 crashed.
Brazilian military pilots
spotted the wreckage early
Tuesday in the ocean 400
miles northeast of the Fernando de Noronha islands
off Brazil’s coast. The plane
carrying 228 people from
Rio de Janeiro to Paris went
down in waters up to three
miles deep Sunday night.
“I can confirm that the
five kilometers of debris are
those of the Air France
plane,” Defense Minister
Nelson Jobim said at a
hushed news conference in
Rio. He said there was no
sign of life.
The cause of the crash
will not be known until the
black boxes are recovered
– which could take days or
weeks. But weather and aviation experts focused on
the possibility of a collision
with a brutal storm that sent
winds of 100 mph straight
into the jet’s path.
The effort to recover the
debris and locate the black
boxes, which emit signals
for 30 days, is expected to
be challenging.France has
three military patrol aircraft
in the area, two commercial
ships reached the floating
debris, and Brazilian navy
ships were en route.
On board were 61
French, 58 Brazilians, 26
Germans, nine Chinese,
nine Italians and several
from 27 other nations, including two from the U.S.

tration. “We’ve stepped back,
and we’re re-evaluating all of
that land.”
The Xavier Square site,
which the university now is calling East Campus, has a long
history. A chemical plant exploded there in 1990, and Xavier acquired the land by
2000. It demolished the old
Zumbiel packaging plant last
year and has spent more than
$15 million over a decade to
assemble the site.
Xavier also owns the Norwood Plaza on Montgomery
Road, just north of the Xavier
Square site.
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House contracts showing signs of life

Auto dealers encouraged
by May showroom traffic

The number of pending
home-sales contracts – those
that have been signed but not
yet closed – are showing a bottoming housing market.
In Greater Cincinnati, pending sales were down a slight 3.4
percent in April compared with
April 2008, while in Northern
Kentucky, pending sales sky-

rocketed almost 39 percent.
Those pendings likely will show
up as real sales in May or June.
With home sales down by
double digits in each of the first
four months of the year, anything up or close to flat on a
year-to-year basis going forward
would be good news.
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Pending home transactions are on
the rise, and that could mean
good sales reports soon.

U.S. sales of cars and light trucks were
down in May compared with a year earlier,
but company executives say buyers became
desensitized to all of the GM and Chrysler
bankruptcy talk and sent sales 13 percent
higher than in April. Also: GM plans to sell its
Hummer brand to a Chinese manufacturer.
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