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Methodology 

× 1,003 telephone interviews with adults age 18+ 

nationwide using random digit dial methodology 

× Oversample of 300 additional interviews with 1st and 2nd 

generation immigrants, bringing the total immigrant 

subsample up to 465 interviews  

× Interviews conducted March 5-15, 2011 in English and 

Spanish 

× Margin of sampling error for the base sample is  +/- 3.1%  

× Margin of sampling error for the immigrant subsample is  

+/- 4.0% 
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Key Findings 

× The American Dream remains remarkably resilient despite a continued 

wave of bad news.  

× While confidence in the economy and our national institutions have 

significantly declined, 63% of Americans say they are confident that they 

will reach their American Dream. 75% believe they have already attained 

some measure of it. 

× Americans have been losing faith in public institutions for many years; 

however, the study reveals a devastating declineð83% say they have less 

trust in ñpolitics in generalò than they did 10-15 years ago. 

× A growing majority believes the U.S. is in decline, and 57% feel the world 

looks elsewhere to discover the future. 
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